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1t this point I have to do everythlqg I can to
zet people skateboarding on the walls agaln. In
the past four months I've gottien nungrier than
I've ever beernn to skate vertical, and 1n that
same time I've watched through other sources
the slow and painful decline of the spOort across
the country. There never Were many nardcore
vertieal siaters in portland, probably less now
than before. (onsider this a plea ta those wno
aren't too far gone to recnarge and bring the
Portland vertical scene back to thrashing, snar-
ling life. There was never a guestion of North-
. western ?ertlcal skaters competing
Sarey, . with tne southern avant-garde.
) ! Thnere are obvious disgavanta-
ges to ssating in the Northwest
a lack of places to s«<ate, and
rain. Speaking from experience
though, the energy oi the ramp
B scssions (the good ones at least)
e -tnat ['ve been fortunzate enougn
hgve experienced-rivals or sur-
passes ary s{atepark action, past or present.
This is because the esgence of high powered
vertical skateboarding derives from the indivi-
dual skateboarder, not necessarily from a com-
mercial/professional epicenter like so.ithern
California used to be. This is why s group oi
ramp-sihaters removed from the hotbed of skate-
boarding activity can thrash on the typical
8Katepark session. pAs long as skaters push
themselves we will have radical skating. three
feet of air is just as radical on a ramp as it
ig in a skatepark but a full-on session at
ramp is better than a wimp-session
B anywhere. J'Ve been part of se-
M veral hard core sdate sessions
M\ since I've been here. I
|MNope to be part
af many more.
Here's some
stuff to get you
»> thinking about skating
again...rgad on.
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two wWays to
thregw it over...

|arry desanno
early release at
ron fujii’'s ramp
summer " 79
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push ing everybody tnat was therei(usually it was
mar4<, narris,larry and me, tnen winen it was all
we'd go inside and nave mils and cookies.
The best sessions nappeneu after the ramp was wide-
ned to 16 feets mar< woula be perfecting some new
tric< ne'd seen in Skateboarder magazine, an *bllie-
air" or something equally difficult, he would always
nave tne move down by the end of tne night. Harris,
he was narris. He had a goofy style, we called nim
"the duck. Larry was always doing sometning crazy.
first it was wheeling off the side of me
ramp when it was on- ly eight feet wide
later it was ( fully extended in-
verts. (ednote: last time
I saw Larry skate
ne was as radi-
gal as ever,even
after several
months away from
s3kating vertical
lets hope he's
back into it
this season.)
Me, I just
tried to Keep
up»
[arry's was
ihere we
learned hnow
to s£ate.
you have t.
BKate
every day,
that's tne
only way
to get
good.
That's
Just
what we
did too
B and ney,
L we were
good.
lal tnere
Was a
time
wihen
no=
mtu ¥ in

Il Was

Qver

even close. Larry's lamily was really su_portive
they fed us the cooki S, es and milk dida't they?
tne ramp w~as in lar- ii}' AR ry's grampa's barn,
try to find someone who'll let you
that much indoor space rent
four years We owe
Mr. Gant- bein
we
K for pla: Lo
IAaTE . - 1d tJLE:’"
¥ Lo
find. ne
places we've
ever sHKated,
trasned bey.~d
Cecovery .
Marcus's
ramp may te-
to the pre-
sent gener- ¢ a-
tion what lar-
I'y's '"Wwas b ? Lo us
the poten .tial
is there I'm
not.. - sure 1
whether the ded
featiop LB v i
No mor dopes. ..
more Saalers.
You should bul
ld a ramp. we
W 3hould. no-
§F tning 1s as
g“c-:ml as ver-
~cical siating
s ['11l figh. to
o prove it.
larry's ramp,
numole Degli-
Jused in a demo
one of tne bDest

But

=
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g

: o i
nings as a % cipe '"ve, .
at Mall 205, It-became W one cest
spots to skate on the west 'Ust NS coast... we sOp
ped skating there... Larry went ©~ gear nead, tnen
JD... Erampa Had i the garn thing 4doWi...
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TOM on TV — am northwest pun

What do you think of sketsbearding mage  Iwugning and he got all plssed off and
azines ? he went ™ Doooll ooch!™ (laughs) Yesh,

there's a lot of s up here.
TH:Well T 1ike Thrasher, but Actien e's 3 lot of wimps up here

Row, I deat knew, They always had the who do you think has cosl styie
Tracker gend lesking peeple... like { He '
Plercysebunch of Fags... whar:your O h‘:‘.l ::: 'H'E"ﬂ; Peters' moves...
shirts OP sherts, Rector pads all srownd e ghs

your new $hoese.. ihe else ?

There was a guy out at Marcus® ramp whe I H: Well, there' s this guy I know,
dressed 1ike that , the guy whe gt spear- Mark Conahan, he wsed to have It but he's
ad. burnt out now. (laughs)

T Wz Yeaho.."You thrashed on my chest...” Watching Peters skate for the enly time
(laughs) he stands right next to the ramp was pretty hot, but what can you say for
ssotnd once in a while somebedy’s gen- @ style (that comes from) drinking o six-
na lese it and shoot their bewsrd... pack and going out and putting every-
.thing ypu've got inte it. You knew it's
get to be pretty rad.

that was at Big-0 . my biggest defeat
was ot Big-0 (Gold Cup Series) sbout two
years age... I got last place out of -
. everybody there.

I remeaber you dropped a board en a girl's
head once.

(laughs) I alse drepped one on Jay... he
was walking off the remp, and BOO M .,
Mts him right in the head. That was an
sccident bat we all relled om the nround

“...there’s a lot of
wimps up here.”

panic air
at larry’s




How long have you been skatebearding ?

T H: 18 years, about 5 en vertical.

When I first started skating everybody
kind of overshadowed me. Cress... he's
wierd, always put me dewn..."Au, you can't

do that, you're tos big."

Yeah what happened to Cross 7

Tz Cross is dead. Last time I skated
.with him, eut at 185th ramp, I said,” They alse got this image of me because of
look what I learned how to de!™ I was doing hen I went to Nine Nime Nine last year.
totally edge wheelers, frentsides- ever
the top- and he like went, "well, wh...” v

T H: When I first started golng there I
wsed te hang around with Mark and Larry
and Harris. There was 3 mystigue...

there was like this image. Peeple would
say,” Ride On teaws coming up!™ That was
Mark, me , Larry, Harris, we vere the enly
vertical skaters... serious ones whe actu-
ally practiced tricks... Yeah, the pesple
in Olympia were stoked.

waiting for 999 to start I dropped three
beers in less than five minutes and got
all crazy and started spitting er pecple
and when 999 played I went crazy sgain and
jumped off the stage a bunch of times and
then as we were walking out to the car I
sald, "What 3 shitty show! Ddida't get cut
up or anything!™ (laughter)

Why penk and skateboarding 7
T Hz Well punk is a very physical type

He didn't have anyone te shit en any mores
T H: Well, nobody te look wp to him.
It's differsnt news

T H: When 1 went up to Olymplass. they
think I's a wild man for some reasen...

they think I's really goed.
Well, you have really good style now.

Tom full tilt at larry's

e
bE:
i

susic and skateboadding is v e r y phy-
sicals

what do you think sbout rivalries 7

T H: Well, there®s always been a fight
thing golng on, tut 1'we always been one

of the good guyss Like Cal Skate team
was all nice and shiny and seiles, and
then Ride~ On was radical and terrorist a
ictions, and now, I'm 3 punk, Yeah, I's
a2 roadie for a band and a skateboarder,

‘1']' herdess

I #: Yeahe (laughs)

dhy do you think Punk Rock and skateboar-
ding have such small followings here In
Portland 7

T H: Because not many people can do ite
Like , there's me, you, a few in Olympia,
people from Seattle. Like as far as |
inow, all the cool punks up there have
skateboards and everyong's dowe on skate-

boarding becawse of it and they burn
down the ramps and stuff,..

(a rather detailed and boring digression
on tha subject of Punk in Portland fol-
lowed and by sutual consent- in the in-
terest of saving space- is edited here.)

I H: Poisen Ides is the only band I like
in this town. When I go to see Poison
[dea, | usually have a quart or two of
®01d Emglish™ and get really drunk, and

[ become...become superman and [ can jump
off the stage without getting hurt. I

do crazy things when I get drunk. The
last time- get some tequila and I Blacked
out and [ told a guy to beat my head in
and he obliged me. [ don't knows..for
people out there listening to me talk-
ing about drunk... or reading this, you
shouldn"t think Punk is getting drunk,
going out , fighting. Its more of an
attitude: that you're not going to get
fucked (over) by anybody. If you don't
want to do it, you're not going to do Lt
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“WHO s A
WIMP ?n

1ay Mugging

cool weather tactics
by LD
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CAL SATE & SPORT

INTRODUCES SST SAND & SNOW BOARDS...

INTERCHANGABLE EDGE FOR ALL
CONDITONS.

UNIVERSAL BINDING... GOOFY OR
REGULAR FOQOTED.

FOMICA BOTTOM FOR ULTIMATE SPEED
ON BOTH SAND AND SNOW.

CUSTOM ORDERS ONLY.

CALL: FOR MORE INFORMATION.






